A Brief History

Narrative Description of
Muskellunge Lake Association
Activities
In the fall of 1990, property owners around Muskellunge Lake decided to organize in order to improve and maintain the lake environment. Necessary steps were taken to have Muskellunge Lake Association (MLA) recognized by the state of Wisconsin.
In Spring ,1991 water testing began using kits purchased from UW-Stevens Point who also did the testing. As the testing continued on a regular basis, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) provided the test kits at no cost to the Association.
In the winter of 1 992 the last of several freeze outs through the years occurred on the Lake killing much of the fish population. To prevent this from happening again, MLA decided to install an aerator to supply adequate oxygen levels to fish throughout the winter months. In the winter of 1994 the aerator was in place and operating. The operation and maintenance of the aerator is the responsibility of MLA. Members of MLA now put the aerator Into operation every winter when the lake ice reaches a depth of 12 inches.
In the fall of 1948, the lake property owners received permission from the state of Wisconsin to construct, operate and maintain a dam at the outlet of the lake leading into Muskellunge Creek. The purpose of the dam is to maintain the lake at a specific level. In 1993, MLA completed repair work on the dam, Members frequently checked to make sure it is functioning properly.
In 1994 a plant survey was completed by the Wisconsin DNR at the request of MLA. Since this was the first such survey of the lake, it was used in future studies.
In July, 1994 MLA circulated a petition to all property owners to rezone privately owned land around and adjacent to the lake from "All Purpose-General Business" to "Rl Single Family Residential". County owned forestry land was exempted. In 1995, the Vilas County Board approved the rezoning.
In 1 995, MLA purchased it's own testing equipment allowing for water sampling and testing time to be reduced from 21and 2/3 hours to 20 minutes. The unit allows for the water to be tested in freezing temperatures.
In 1 995, additional studies of the lake began. A macro-invertebrate study was completed as part of a research project sponsored by the Wisconsin Academy of Science.
In 2002, a three year the US Geological Survey studied the lake hydrology, water quality, and phosphorus loading. This was partially financed through a Wisconsin DNR grant awarded to MLA.
In 2005, MLA was awarded another Wisconsin DNR grant to develop a comprehensive plan for treatment and management of the lake for the future.
Two major activities resulted from the development of this plan. To prevent the introduction of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) into Muskellunge Lake, MLA partnered with other lakes in Cloverland Township of Vilas County to perform boat landing inspections during the 2006 boating season. This project was funded through an AIS Control Grant from the Wisconsin DNR awarded to the Cloverland Town Lakes Committee. This project will not be grant funded in 2007, but MLA will continue to inspect at its own boat landing.
One concern of Muskellunge Lake residents through the years has been the excessive growth of natural occurring weeds which has stifled boating and recreational activities on the lake from August to the end of the summer. The lake management plan developed in 2005 has provided a basis for harvesting weeds. MLA members will donate monies to harvest weeds in July of 2007.
The harvesting was to result in providing navigable lanes in all four bays to facilitate boating and fishing in the lanes and to provide access to property owner’s piers. 

After many years of discussion regarding the need for MLA to apply for tax exempt status, the board approved the application. 
