
March 4,  2019 

Conference call with Joe Pallardy, Carol Warden (DNR), & MLA Board 

Also present were: Joe Pallardy, Carol Warden 

Goals for this meeting: 

1)      Discuss how we can update Section 5 of the attached report to better reflect realistic and viable management goals for Muskellunge Lake with regards to the 

management of EWM. At this time, the DNR is suggesting that Muskellunge Lake may not be a good candidate for herbicides due to the relatively isolated location of 

herbicides on a mid-lake point and associated potential for dissipation. If we do not conduct a herbicide treatment in 2019, we need to come up with a better approach 

for conducting harvesting which will include professional and potentially Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting (DASH) efforts. I have put together a preliminary 

schedule of events that we can talk about during the call which would rely on 2-3 harvests throughout the year. 

2)      Very brief overview of Lake Management Planning Grant Award – we will not have time to dive into the details of what will be included in this grant during this 

meeting, that will be a separate meeting at a different point in time.   

Potential schedule of events for a more aggressive hand harvesting approach in 2019 - subject to change based on input received from DNR. 

1)      Pre-treatment professional survey to occur within 2-3 weeks of ice-out (weather dependent) led by EOR with help from MLA. 

2)      1st professional harvesting to occur in very early June (possibly late May depending on ice-out) when EWM is already growing close to the surface, but hopefully 

prior to period of time in which native plants have fully started to grow. 

a.       My hope would be that if we can knock the EWM down early in the season, we give the native species a better chance to out compete the EWM. During the first 

harvesting, we will probably want the contractor there for 2 days like they did in 2017 – that cost will be around $2,500 unless we did DASH, which would have added 

costs. 

b.       Questions to ask 

        i.  We used Aquatic Plant Management, LLC out of Minocqua – are we happy with their service? DNR Recommendations? 

        ii.  Timing, can we schedule them now knowing that the center bar will be the major focus area? 

3)      1st Post-treatment survey - this would be a volunteer led effort by members of the MLA in the week following the 1st hand pulling effort. EOR will provide MLA 

with treatment polygons, MLA will conduct inspections within treated areas and send information to EOR. EOR will develop maps showing pre and post-treatment 

results.   

4)      Volunteer-led hand-harvesting event to take place around the 4th of July weekend focused on the center bar. 

a.       This is a good civic engagement effort for lakeshore owners, helps to make them 1) aware of the issue, 2) part of the solution, and 3) recruitment of new 

owners/potential future MLA members. 

5)      2nd Pretreatment survey during the 2nd or 3rd week of July to be conducted before with help from MLA members. 

6)      2nd professional harvesting event to occur in late July or early August. This might be a 1 or 2-day effort, it all really depends on what we find during the 2nd 

pretreatment survey. Cost should be no more than $2,500, hopefully less. 

7)      2nd post-treatment survey - possibly a volunteer led effort, although we really need to do a good job of documenting if the methods we used in 2019 were 

successful or not. This information will be critical to determining if we can make a case for the use of herbicides or not.  

Present  

(Click on Board member name for active link to their 

email.) 

 

President Mike Newmeister           Director Wayne Breitenfeldt         

Vice President John Kurhajec              Director Mark Fouts             

Treasurer Tony Mattson              Director Bob Hodkiewicz         

Secretary Cheryl Breitenfeldt       
Director Larry Duffee   

Webmaster Jeff Rappold             
 

mailto:michael.newmeister@gmail.com
mailto:breitenfeldtw@gmail.com
mailto:john.kurhajec.b1h7@statefarm.com
mailto:mark@markfouts.com
mailto:tmattson@tds.net
mailto:hud4@frontier.com
mailto:breitenfeldts@gmail.com
mailto:larrnbonn@gmail.com
mailto:SnowmoNut@aol.com


Call to Order 10:00 AM 

The meeting started with Joe giving a basic recap of what we, the Muskellunge Lake Association, have done to 

curtail the spread of EWM in Muskellunge Lake. 

Then Carol talked about the DNR’s thoughts on what we have done and what they would be willing to support in 

the future in our efforts to control EWM. 

There was a much discussion between Joe, Carol, and the board members. Some things discussed: 

● DNR, at this time, will not support use of herbicide. 

● Hand pulling of EWM doesn’t seem to work, maybe even help with the spread EWM through fracturing 

of the plant. 

● DNR would support the use of DASH (diver assisted suction harvesting). EWM is one of the first 

plants to grow in the spring and crowds out all the good plants. So we would have to bring in a DASH 

team very early in the spring. 

● We will need to do a pretreatment lake survey, probably before our May 4 meeting. 

● We will continue to move forward on the Lake Management Plan. 

A motion was made by Jeff and second by Mark to allow Joe to go ahead and apply for a permit with the DNR 

to allow us to hire a DASH team to come in the spring. Motion carried. 

Joe will talk with other lake associations to get recommendations for a DASH team and see if we can get on a 

schedule for spring EWM removal. 

May 4th will be our next meeting,  we will invite Joe Pallardy to attend. 

Meeting adjournment 11:05 

Respectfully submitted 

Cheryl Breitenfeldt 

MLA Secretary 

 


